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ing, the individual succeeds in dropping the idea of his
being separate from life, he breaks through his limitations
and is united with the one indivisible Reality.

LIBERATION AND EXTINCTION

Those thinkers, who look upon Liberation as total
extinction of 'life and consciousness have certainly mis-
understood its true nature. This view is sometimes attri-
buted to Lord Buddha;  but there is evidence to
believe that he looks upon Nirvana as a positive state of con-
sciousness. Extinction, as such, can hardly have any fasci-
nation for the individual. For those, who cannot think of
any other life than the life of the ego, Liberation may look
like total extinction; but, in fact, it is an initiation into the
Life Eternal, for the individual is then united with the
Infinite Reality.

Even the positive conception of Liberation, however,
differs according to whether one looks upon the Ultimate
Reality as being personal or impersonal.

SAG-UNA MUKTI

The worshippers of a personal God believe in three
kinds of Liberation:

(1) Salokya, or residing in the world of the God
worshipped,

(2) Samipya, or living in close proximity with Him,
and

(3) Sarupya, or becoming like Him in nature and
form.

Liberation is here looked upon as a blissful state of
existence in some supersensible world; and this kind of
ideal can only appeal to' few persons, since, for most persons,
the existence of the other world is either a theory or a matter
of faith.  Further, along this view, all hope of fulfilment
comes to be centred upon life after death; and the present